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This invention relates to latching means for 
staple supporting slides in stapling machines, and 
bas particular reference to a flexible compensa- 
tor for the latch which secures the staple slide in 
position in the stapling machine. 
If is a primary object of the present invention 
fo provfde a simple and inexpensive flexible com- 
pensator that will impart sufficient flexibility of 
adjustment to the latch to permit a secure 
without excessive wear on the ears of the latch 
or the base casting adjacent the recesses in which 
the ears fit. The flexible compensator is partic- 
ularly designed for use with a staple slide of the 
type disclosed in the application of Herbert W. 
Marano filed. July 7, 1949, under Serial No. 
103,420, but may be used with any similar slide. 
With slides of this type it bas been round that 
either because of the hinge curl on the latch, or 
becausë of irregularities in the castings from 
which the base of the stapling machine is marie, 
the ears of the latch do hot always fit properly 
into the recesses of the base .portion. The result 
is that the ears of the latch are forced into posi- 
tion and are either distorted or the recess is 
nicked. If the ears of the latch are distorted it 
is difficult to secure the latch in position, and if 
the casting becomes worn the latch may hot hold 
the slide securely. 
Other objects of the invention wfll become ap- 
parent upon reading the following description, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying. 
drawing, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a stapling ma- 
chine in which the invention is embodied, with 
the body portion swung around its pivot to show 
the latch and flexible compensator relative to the 
stapling machine; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec- 
tive view of the rear portion of the stapling ma- 
chine body showing the flexible compensator in 
position relative to the staple slide; 
Figure 3 is a detail perspective view showing 
the flexible compensator and the rear portion of 
the staple slide in disassembled position; 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal section- 
al view showing the flexible c0mpeusator and .the 
latch associated with the staple slide; 
Figure 5 is a cross sectional view, taken along 
the line §--§ of Figure 4; and 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary top elevational view 
of the rear .portion of the staple slide showing 
the flèxble compeusator and latch in assembled 
position. 
Referring to the drawing, the stapling machine 
compIses a base portion 2 and a body portion 

hinged thereto, as indicated, at4. A staple slide 
§ is mounted in the body portion .in any suitable 
manner. The top wall 6 of the staple slide is pro- 
vided with a loop 7 which is preferably struck 
5 out therefrom, but may be formed as a separate 
strap and welded or riveted thereto. 
The flexible compensator, which replaces the 
conventional rear end wall of the staple slide, 
comprises a resflient strip bent af right angles 
10 to form a rear wall 8 and a fiat top 9. The fiat 
top 9 is provided with a folvardly extending 
tongue 0 adapted fo be inserted between the 
loop or strap 7 and the top wall of the staple slide. 
The tongue  0 has a restricted portion   and the 
15 loop ] is indented, as indicated af 2, after the 
tongue has been inserted between if and the top 
wall 6, fo hold the flexible compensator securely 
in place. The wall 8 is provided with an aper- 
ture 3 fo receive the guide rod 4 of the staple 
20 slide, and a slot  § to receive the curl  6 of a latch 
] fo pivotally secure the latch fo the flexible 
compensator. 
The lower edge of body portion 3 ls provlded 
with a pair of recesses I$ designed to receive the 
25 ears 9 of the latch to hold the staple slide in 
the body portion of the stapling machine. If the 
hinge curl 16 is too tight or too loose, or if the 
ears 9 do hot llt properly into the recesses I$ 
for any other reason, the resilience of the flex- 
30 ible compensator permits flexing of the wall $ 
to an extent sufficient to make the ears 9 en- 
gage the recesses  with the proper friction so 
that the slide is held in place. This resllience 
also facilitates the disengagement of the ears 
35 9 from the recesses whenever it is necessary to 
remove the staple slide for any purpose. 
Although I have described a preferred em- 
bodiment of my invention in considerable detail, 
it will be understood that the description there- 
40 of is intended fo be illustrative, rather than re- 
. strictive, as many detafls may be modifled or 
changed without departing from the invention. 
Accordingly, I do hot desire to be restrlcted to 
the exact structure described, except as limited 
45 by the appended claires. 
I claire: 
1. In a stapling machine, a body portion, a 
staple slide, a flexible compensator secured ad- 
jacent the rear end of said staple slide, and a 
50 latoh pivotally secured fo said flexible compen- 
sator, said latch being engageable with said 
body portion to secure said staple slide on sald 
body portion. 
2. In a stapling machine, a staple slide, a 
55 latch for holding said staple slide in predeter 



mined position in said stapling machine, and a 
resilient member secured to one end of said 
staple slide; said latch being pivotally secured 
to said resilient member. 
3. In a stapling machine, a body portion pro- 
vided with a pair of recesses, a staple slide posi- 
tioned i./\i lllion,  feîII - eïomlerï 
sator sêeïre -xîacé  one end oï aid Saple 
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slide positioned in sald body portion, satd staple 
slide having a loop projecting below its top wall, 
a flexible compensator comprising a fiat top and 
a rear wall substantially perpendtcular to said 
5 top, said top being rigidly secured between said 
loop and the top wall of said staple slide, a latch 
pivötly seceto sai.earwal.l., ar!  pair of 
ears ori OlloSitë edge ...aii la,  àid ears 

slide, a latch secured to said compensator, said engaging said recesses to hold said staple slide in 
latch being engageable with said recesses to hoI 10  said body portion Of the stapling machine. 
said staple slide in said stapling machine. GEORGE J. RUNDBLAD. 
4. In a stapling machine, a bod 
vided with a pair of recesses, a staple slidê ï0i- REFERENCES CITED 
tioned in said body portions. :sprirg. ëonpéî« " tï flOiig lefernces are of record in the 
sator having a tongue rigicI.; 
of said staple slide and a rear wall positionC- 0 STATES PATENTS 
adjacent said end of the stapl s]ile« and a latcl 
secured to Said rear wall, said Iach havïng a ii¢ibT Name Date 
pair of ears. engageable with said recesse t 23,32 Kilbride ........... Nov. 26, 1940 
hold said staple slide ir.said bodY portion. S0 2,345,267 Keil . Mat. 28, 1944 
:-.¢.stplig,.mchin .body:poztoït haV- 2,409049 Lang- _ ...... . ......... ._ Oct. 8, 1.946 



